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shop, it ‘aladle of mill Y ister from dying. This i

Excerpt from A Voice Out of Poverty

Oh, come on now Jillu, it's not that bad!* she said. The brusque tone harkened to how shed counsel us not to yield to emotion. My mother relentlessly
stressed that life could always have been harder. Never make a fuss. Be grateful for what you have, however paltry. Things can be worse.

I wasnit appeased, and my mother could tell

“We can get it cleaned up when we get back” she added, wiping tears from my cheeks with a single thumb. Her other hand was trapped inside the

hand of my younger sister, four-year-old Vanessa, ‘d fly away like if she let go.

“Anyway, g in a few days, bett p: about greener pastures.
“Where are we going?” | asked.

“To Mrs. Brown's. She's letting us sleep on the floor in her room for a while. It will be crowded but ail of us will be together again

“You mean Daddy and Donna can go there too?” | asked, my mood brightening. | saw a ghost of a smile emerging on Vanessa's face as she took it allin,
We often lived apart as a family because of our circumstances.

“Yes, but we can only stay for a few weeks, and then we must find somewhere else again. But don't worry, you know Daddy and | always find us
something”

“Okay. | said, nodding.

We 1 turned my head for a long look back at the old woman and her dogs. I felt a

surge of empathy for hr,alone in wet and dirty clothes facing each day with the promise of nothing. Soon we'd have a roof over our heads n  famity
for herself in the to get wet and dirty. She'd continue

totry ive each day with o family to love and care for her.

Ifelt grateful for what | had and prayed that someday she might Asthose , she g placed sheets of old

newspaper on the wet ground tosit on,

The rain fell a little harder.
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*AVoice Out of Poverty: The Power to Achi Adversity; Edition 2023 by Jil i ful testament to the resili
of irit and th ive potential of empathy ination. This updated edition of her i d
hing and inspiring journey of d made it her life’s mission to

uplift others from the depths of poverty and powerlessness.

One of the f this book is i it lies in the ability to extend a helping
handto il struggling. Jillian th her earliest tea shop,
desperately begging for milk to save her ister. This act of sheer i i toempowering

others to rise above adversity.

What strikes the reader the most s Jillian' pirit. Her i lesatsich  young age isnothing shortof
astounding. The y personal dby India
after the country's i light on th interplay of poverty, gender, i shaping the lives of those who were
left behind.

"AVoice Out of Poverty" of emoti i ofheartbresk and tearsofnspieation. lan's sty I  testament to the
human capacity to survive and thrive in the face of i g in the lives of others

serves as a beacon of hope for us all

This memoir off pi into th dition, reminding us of the i It's astory that will
leave you with a profound iation for the life you have and ief in the power of e iti
"AVoice Out of Poverty" Hlent and movi ir that speaks what it means  Jllian Haslam's journey from
poverty and despair to triumph and i story that wi long after they've turned page. It servesasa
reminder that, even in the face i i and i the world,

Jitlian i imarily i of Calcutta. D

her family’s I first major asa
personal assistant to the CEO at Bank of America in India.

i . and Bank of Ameri inted her president of its Charity and Diversity Network
in lnd:a where she spearheaded charitable work in four different cities. This led her to receive three
America: the Star ition Award, il d,and The

Individual Achievement Award.

1n 2011, she published the first version of her memoir, Indian. anllsh which chmmclcs her life growing up. an\»d
vendtul poverty,sbuse,arl tragedy: Th book sokd over

circuit. Her story also i d Bri nd producers,
L bout the t
Charitable givi Jillian's lfe work. In 2012, ived the first The Asian Woman of the Year in the *Social and
Humanitarian”category.Ineary 2015, The Telegraph of C ilian with the True Legend award for her i i
1 Inmid-2015, i i 3 of the Year award for her ivering
chesi ional insti the UK. Inlate 2016, i df i itarianism. And in 2017,

her greatest accolade, the Mother Teresa Memorial International Award.

ind d and is a Distingui Toastmaster (DTM). Shy 4 TEDx talk presi

n various topics that life story. Jilli ics that i the power of the
mind, and human resilience.

She has also been featured on various TV networks, including Channel 5 and the BBC, and a wi print media, including The
The Pioneer, The Times, The Telegraph, The Metro, Gulf News, and other major med: Vs charif i the
auspicesof ia Trust ing Smil erly poor), Happy (for children),
ility), and the Mother ject (for and si
husband.

gl uggling in the shims of Ce the power of | In the book, she recalls the
g8 y of suchas g her y trials of her life taught her
but kindness gave her hope for the future. | am a great believer in kindness, and Jillian is an inspiration and example to us all. Sarah, Duchess of York

Itisno Ci but courage. Poverty. gend problems—and indeed,
ide. Shachi President, Cambridg ity Intnl. Dev. Society, UK

Thi twil ders’ memories. s delic most

istressi talent i words that po hope: "Light
can come from darkness. My family's pain is not the entire tale.” The author inary life ~her odyssey. , will
AVoice out of y if hnnss over the lives of the poor and the severe challenges and

is iti India after India’s i i ight about the crushing
ways in whi iscrimir class, corruption, i Andyet, i s rges the.

% h Lumley, actress, TV producer, activist

Jillian Haslam's inspirational memoir, A Voice out of Poverty, i y e, survi ich il the human

onditi and glory. Vik writer of Slumdog Q&A)
Enormously compelling .. like something out of Dickens, yet true. It has the power an epic sweep, yet it y L1t

proi Jack Sholder, Holly ilm Director, Nightmare on Eim Street Il

I have ever read. Just when you think things couldn't get any more tragic, it does. One

just whatit back. Her stirring spiritis a
beacon of much-needed light in today’s world, Sheetal Sheth, actress, producer, author, activist
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